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ROBERT BATEMAN
1S SMITTEN BY THE
COBRA 8.6M RIB
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Flat calm conditions 33 ihe Cobra 8.4m iswaund up'io Fidspesd
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Lopimng barward From Ehe sun deck =howing the Balm
aidl co-gilat st

When | wes invited (o test Picton Beat's Cobra 8.4m rib
by sala Irish importer Sean Lyons, Little did | realise
that it would be during the warm-est April on record and
on a day without & puff of wind. This 8.6m luxury rib
was indend a revelation. My Initial view of the boat was
im the Rik Centre in Cork, sitting on its irailer beside jis
T.5m sister What a difference 1.1 melres makes - the
gnormous size difference of the hull was immediately
apparant, Given that my rib experiencs started out
many years agoe with semething around 5 metres in
length, where you were conssdered lucky e have the
luxury of & seat, the Cobra was something of a
ravelation,

diesel and this is & similar power plant 1o that of the
Toyola Land Cruiser. Could one ask for anything mare
depandabla? This drives a Bravo 3X stern drive and the
throttle is flyby wire control. Mounted just under the
stearing whesl on the starboard side is a trim controd
that can be used withouwl taking & hand ofl the wheel.

Lunury uphelstery is used around the bow area and
thera's a jump seat in front of the consola. The angine
compartiment is coversd with leak decking complete
with uphalstery, allewing fer its use as & sun de<k. The
driver position is behind the console with space for
another parson and these seats can be pushed into a
olstar-typa position if you want ta stand !'""g? driving
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